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And that, on the whole, they believe the most satisfactory
arrangement to all parties would be, the appointment of a
medical inspector in each district, under the charge of an
assistant poor-law commissioner.-I have the honour to be,
Sir, your most obedient servant,

EDMUND BELFOUR, Sec.

Apotliecaries’ Hall, Jnty 13, 184g.
Si&,&mdash;I am directed by the master and wardens of the

Society of Apothecaries, to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 27th ult., which they have only to-day had an op-
portunity of laying before the committee of the Society. The
master and wardens will thank you to favour them with a
copy of the petition to parliament to which you refer in your
letter, and with a statement of any plan which the convention
may have matured, with the view of carrying out the prin-
ciples laid down in that petition into practical operation.
With this information before them, the Society will be

happy to take the subject into their further consideration.
Will you, at the same time, be good enough to state what

communication has taken place between the convention and
the other medical corporations, as it is obviously desirable
that they should act in harmony on this subject.

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant,
ROBERT B. UPTON,
Clerk to the Society.

DR. AYRE’S TREATMENT OF CHOLERA.

[LETTER FROM DR. AYRE.]
To the Editor qfTHE LANCET.

StR,&Lstrok;I feel it to be areal humiliation to have to engage,
however partially, in the task of rebutting the gross mis-state-
ments of your correspondent, Mr. John Hare Gibson; and it is
only in obedience to the claims of truth, and from considera-
tions of public duty, that I can be induced to bestow upon
them this temporary notice. In doing so, I shall wholly pass
by, unheeded, the personalities with which his letter abounds,
and advert only to those points in it which concern my plan
of treating cholera, and the character of two of my colleagues,
whose probity and honour he has brought into question. Thus
he states that two of the medical gentlemen associated withme-and referring, in the statement, to Mr. William Day and
to Mr. Henry Gibson-" have avowed that they only treat
their pauper patients after Dr. Ayre’s plan, and that they
treat their private patients in a different and more successful
manner:" and further on in his letter he adds, " I would call
upon two of the medical staff, who are known to be men of
probity and honour, to come forward, and with an independence
which becomes members of a liberal profession, frankly state
what are the results of their more recent experience, and I
doubt not they will tell you that so little faith have they in
Dr. Ayre’s plan, that in private practice they adopt another."
Such is the hardy declaration of Mr. John Hare Gibson,

and such is his notion of probity and honour in medical men,
that he can in the same sentence declare that my two col-
leagues can be at once men of probity and honour, and employ
for the poor a treatment far less successful than that which
they employ for the rich. And is this Mr. John Hare Gibson’s
estimate of probity and honour among medical men ? and is
this his mode of commending and exhibiting it ? ’? Now, to my
plain understanding of the meaning of probity and honour,
the rule-the constant and undeviating rule-pursued by men
of integrity, is to exercise their utmost skill for their patients,
irrespective of rank; and yet, without any motive on their
part to conceal from me the knowledge of their having a 1
better method of treatment, and without being under any
obligation, either personal or professional, to employ a plan
they disapproved, he in effect declares " that two of the me.
dical staff, well known for their probity and honour," meanly
concealed from me their better and more successful method
of treatment, and by using my plan of treatment for the poor,
succeeded in keeping me ignorant of their own better method;
and having carried on the deception for a month, he calls
upon them to reveal their secret, and give the world the
benefit of the truth.
And does Mr. John Hare Gibson really believe that men

" well known for their probity and honour" could thus act;
or does he indeed think that any one gifted with the least under-
standing can agree with him; or that any honourable man will
take his estimate of probity and honour as the rule for his con-
duct? But the two gentlemen of the medical staff whose cha-
racter he so traduces, have avowed to me, to may friend Dr. Arch-
bald, and many others, that they had uniformlypursued myplan of

treatment on every patient in cholera that came under their
care, and that so far from treating their private patients in a
manner different from that they used on the poor, they never
had had, before his letter was written, a private patient to
treat. It is quite true that, with a full liberty to pursue what
practice they pleased, one of them first tried the opiate and
stimulant treatment, and lost every patient under it, when, at
my earnest entreaty, he adopted my method: and he and his
two colleagues have assured me that in no one instance have
they tried, or wished to try, any other; that so far from re-
garding it as a failure, they have been constant in their praise
of it, and have many times expressed to me and others their
admiration of its power, and their astonishment at its results,
declaring that it is destined to be adopted through this and
other countries, and will save the lives of thousands. Indeed,
scarcely an hour is passing through the day in which.they are
not witnesses to and rejoicing in the success of the treat-

ment ; and at the moment I am now writing, a patient
(Andrew, of Mariner’s-court, Blackfriargate) has just been
restored from the most profound collapse, and whom all my
colleagues visited and entirely despaired of. She was first
seen on the morning of the llth, at ten A.M., by Mr. Day
and his assistant, when she was pulseless, with cold and damp
surface, and with every other symptom of extreme collapse.
She was of drunken habits, and had been drunk the pre-
vious night, and had been attacked at five A.M. A pill con-
taining two grains of calomel was given in a teaspoonful of
water every ten minutes, and nothing else, auxiliary or other-
wise, was either done for, or given to her. I saw her at two
P.M., and after the treatment had been steadily pursued for
three hours, when she was still pulseless and in full collapse. I
had only to order the treatment to be steadily continued, and
with a view to ensure a minute attention to it, I annexed to the
order the promise of a shilling to the nurse, as her extra re--
ward, if the patient recovered. My succeeding visits to the
patient were at four, six, and nine, and the last at midnight..
She remained pulseless until six P.M., when the pulse could be
just slightly discerned. Up to four o’clock she had taken the-
calomel alone, when,-upon learning that she had been drunk
the, night before, I left thirty drops of laudanum to be added
to thirty tea-spoonfuls of water. Mr. Day and his assistant,
Mr. Robinson, had seen her at intervals, and at nine P.M. I
visited her in company with my three colleagues, when I
found the pulse returned, though still very feeble, and the
limbs still cold and damp. There was, however, a palpable im-
provement, so that I ordered a one-grain pill only, to be given’
every fifteen minutes; and at midnight, when I paid my last
visit, the skin had acquired nearly its natural heat, and I was
enabled to pronounce my patient saved. In the morning, at
my visit at seven, I found her with no other ailment than a
sense of weakness; the secretion of the kidneys was restored
after seventy-two hours suppression. On the fourth day she
was removed to the Vagrant Office, where I have seen her this
morning free from all complaint, and with the slightest pos-
sible tenderness of the gums. This case is only one among
the many that we have all seen and treated, and cured, by the
plan which Mr. John Hare Gibson proclaims to be a failure,
and which he calls upon my colleagues to confirm. The call,,
however, would be in vain, for if, contrary to what is deserved,
they were to condescend to give him a reply, it would be to
say, that as men having a just notion of what is right, they
totally disclaim all participation in the views lie entertains of
what is due from men of probity and honour; that the exer-
cise of their skill is as fully due to the poor when under their
care as to the wealthy; that, having witnessed the very great
and, to them, unexpected success of the treatment, they could
not-they dared not-abandon it; and it is little to affirm,
that did Mr. John Hare Gibson,instead of writing against the
author of the treatment, apply himself to witness and under-
stand it, it would not be too much to hope that he, having
once tried it, would not have the moral courage to forsake it
for any other.

I regret that the pressure of my professional engagements
has prevented me from noticing and correcting some errors of
omission in my last letter; and that I have wasted my little
leisure upon matters so personal to myself, and on subjects
that merited so little of my notice or that of your readers.
To those of my professional brethren who shall adopt my
treatment, I would here give my parting advice ; ab-
stain from all stimulants; use opiates sparingly; give none
to children; and persevere continuously in the treatment so
long as the patient is capable of swallowing. Never despair
of final success, nor be impatient of its tardy approach.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
JOSEPH AYRE, M.D.


